To:  Gray,  David[gray. david@epa.gov];  Mylott,  Richard[Mylott. Richard@epa.gov];  Smith, 

Paula[Smith.  Paula@epa.gov] 

From:  Majure,  Allison,  NMENV 

Sent:  Thur  8/6/2015  7:45:54  PM 

Subject:  RE:  FYI  - Gold  King  Mine 


David,  Thank  you  ever  so  much  for  your  availability  and  updates.  Paula  of  EPA  Region  8 
(Smith.Paula@epa.gov)  and  Rich  of  Denver  EPA,  (Mylott.Richard@epa.gov)  I am  pleased  to 
make  your  acquaintance  here.  Thank  you  all  for  keeping  me  and  the  New  Mexico  Environment 
Dept,  apprised  of  developments,  as  best  you  can  at  this  busy  time.  Call  or  text  me  anytime  at 
505.231.8800,  or  email. 


All  the  best, 
Allison 


Allison  Scott  Majure,  Communications  Director 

New  Mexico  Environment  Department 
505.827.2855  Office  of  the  Secretary 

505.231.8800  Cell  | 505.827.0314  Office 

http://www.nmenv.state.nm.us/OOTS/newsroom.html 


Drinking  Water  Systems  in  region  notified  by  Drinking  Water  Quality  Bureau 


a.  Aztec  Domestic  Water  System,  NM3509824 

b.  Farmington  Water  System,  NM3510224 

c.  Lower  Valley  WUA,  NM3510324  (can  purchase  water  from  Farmington) 

d.  Morningstar  Water  Supply  System,  NM3510524 

e.  Northstar  MDWCA,  NM3520024 

f.  Southside  Mutual  Domestic  Water,  NM3509924  (purchases  water  from  Aztec) 

g.  Upper  La  Plata  WUA,  NM3566924  (can  purchase  water  from  Lower  Valley) 


More  Notifications  through  our  Office  of  the  State  Engineer 


• We  have  made  contact  with  as  many  ditches  as  possible, 
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San  Juan  Water  Commission 


• San  Juan  Rural  Water  Users  (mutual  domestics), 


• and  PNM/APS  power  plants  (Mike  Greene  and  Henry  Day). 


• I’ve  asked  Shawn  Williams  to  make  contact  with  Navajo  (Hogback  and  Fruitland)  ditches 
today  when  he  gets  back  from  lunch. 


• I’ll  also  ask  him  to  contact  Jason  John  with  Navajo  Dept,  of  Water  Resources  to  make  sure 
they  know  to  be  expecting  this  once  it  gets  to  the  San  Juan. 


(end) 


From:  Gray,  David  [mailto:gray.david@epa.gov] 
Sent:  Thursday,  August  06,  2015  1:23  PM 
To:  Majure,  Allison,  NMENV 
Subject:  FYI 


FYI 

Sent  from  my  iPhone 


Begin  forwarded  message: 

From:  "Gray,  David"  < gray . davi d@epa. gov> 


1783794 


ED  000552B  00059487-00002 


Date:  August  6,  2015  at  2:22:52  PM  CDT 
To:  "O'Neill,  Jess"  <jmoneill@hearst.com> 

Cc:  "Mylott,  Richard"  <Mylott.Richard@,epa.gov> 

Subject:  Re:  Mining  Waste  in  the  water 

Jess, 


Here  you  go.  Also  I am  including  the  PIO  from  our  Denver  office  since  Colorado  is 
within  their  jurisdiction.  His  name  is  Rich  Mylott. 


David 


August  6 EPA  Statement  on  Gold  King  Mine  Release 


Yesterday,  an  EPA  team  working  to  investigate  and  address  contamination  at  the  Gold  King 
Mine  in  San  Juan  County,  Colo,  unexpectedly  triggered  a large  release  of  mine  waste  water 
into  the  upper  portions  of  Cement  Creek.  Initial  estimates  are  that  the  release  contained 
approximately  1M  gallons  of  water  that  was  held  behind  unconsolidated  debris  near  an 
abandoned  mine  portal.  There  were  several  workers  at  the  site  at  the  time  of  the  breach,  all 
were  unharmed. 


Following  the  release,  the  Colorado  Department  of  Public  Health  and  the  Environment 
notified  water  users  downstream  so  they  could  take  appropriate  steps  to  turn  off  intakes 
until  the  contaminated  water  passes. 


The  primary  environmental  concern  is  the  pulse  of  contaminated  water  containing  sediment 
and  metals  flowing  as  an  orange-colored  discharge  downstream  through  Cement  Creek  and 
into  the  Animas  River.  The  water  associated  with  the  release  is  obvious  and  highly 
discolored.  As  a precaution,  EPA  recommends  that  recreational  users  of  the  Animas  River 
avoid  contact  with  or  use  of  the  river  until  the  pulse  of  mine  water  passes.  Over  the  next 
several  days,  EPA  teams  will  be  sampling  and  investigating  downstream  locations  to 
confirm  that  the  release  has  passed  and  poses  no  additional  concerns  for  aquatic  life  or 
water  users.  EPA  will  also  be  assessing  damage  near  the  mine  portal  and  any  residual 
releases  of  water  at  the  mine  site. 
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Sent  from  my  iPhone 


On  Aug  6,  2015,  at  2:10  PM,  O'Neill,  Jess  <jmoneill@,liearst.com>  wrote: 


Sorry  for  the  mishap! 


From:  O'Neill,  Jess 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  6,  2015  3:06  PM 

To:  qrav.davd@epa.gov:  durant.iennah@epa.gov 

Subject:  Mining  Waste  in  the  water 


Hi  David  and  Jennah, 

My  name  is  Jesse  O'Neill  with  KOAT  Action  7 News  in  Albuquerque  New 
Mexico. 

The  state  police  tell  me  that  the  federal  EPA  is  on  site  downriver  from  the  mine 
discharge  in  southern  Colorado  (link  to  story  of  the  discharge  below). 

Can  you  confirm  that  there  are  EPA  investigators  on  site? 

Can  you  tell  me  what  they  have  found? 

Are  residents  in  danger  from  the  contaminants  in  the  water? 

And  lastly,  can  you  issue  a statement  from  the  EPA  for  us  to  use  on  all 
platforms? 


1783794 


ED  000552B  00059487-00004 


Robert  Daguillard  in  your  DC  office  suggested  I contact  you  both. 
I am  working  under  deadline. 


Many  thanks  - 
Jess 

505.331.1711 


http://www.durangoherald.com/article/20150806/NEWS01/150809765/River- 

users-warned-of-mine-waste-approachinq-Duranqo- 


The  Durango  Herald  08/06/2015  | River  users  warned  of 
mine  waste  approaching  Durango 

Read  more... 
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